
Application for Family Burial Ground
INSTRUCTIONS

This application is for a Family Burial Ground as defined by La. R.S. 8:1(22), which states:  "Family burial ground" 
means a cemetery in which no lots are sold to the public and in which interments are restricted to a group of 
persons related to each other by blood or marriage.

NOTICE:  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  A  FAMILY  BURIAL  GROUND  ON  YOUR  PROPERTY  MAY  RESULT  IN  
RESTRICTIONS ON ITS USE AND MAY CREATE AND GIVE YOU TITLE PROBLEMS IN THE FUTURE.  YOU MAY  
WISH TO CONSULT WITH YOUR LEGAL ADVISOR BEFORE PROCEEDING.

1. Application must be completed in full and executed by each owner, and one additional family member. 

2. The following documents must accompany the Application for Family Burial Ground:

a) Certified   copy of Applicant's title to property or lease, or other agreement authorizing applicant to operate a 
cemetery on the property.

b) A certificate  of  city  and/or  parish  planning  commission/agency  having  jurisdiction  over  zoning  matters 
stating  the  property  on  which  the  cemetery  is  to  be  located  is  properly  zoned  for  that  purpose  and 
cemetery authority has complied with zoning ordinances, sanitary rules, and regulations, and the like.  If no 
zoning  exists,  the  Board  must  be  provided  with  a  statement  from  the  city  and/or  parish  planning 
commission/agency having jurisdiction over zoning stating same.

c) Certified   copy of Act of Dedication.  Sample Act of Dedication is enclosed for your use.  If cemetery is in  
existence, submit a confirmation letter advising portions of property dedicated and undedicated.

d) A survey, plan or map of the cemetery property site.   In place of a survey, a hand drawn map of the 
cemetery site showing all roads surrounding and leading to the property will be sufficient.

e) Copy of a mortgage certificate from the Clerk of Court or Recorder of Mortgages showing the property on 
which the cemetery is located is free and clear of all  mortgages, liens and encumbrances.   Mortgage  
certificate must be run in the name(s) of all persons or entities owning the property in the last ten (10)  
years.

3. There shall  be submitted to the Board such additional information and/or  documentation the Board may deem 
necessary.

IF  YOU  HAVE  ANY  QUESTIONS  REGARDING  THE  PREPARATION  OF  THE  APPLICATION  FOR 
CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY, PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE OF THE BOARD AT THE ADDRESS OR  
TELEPHONE NUMBER LISTED BELOW.

IMPORTANT:  THE LOUISIANA CEMETERY BOARD HAS JURISDICTION OVER THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE  
8,  AND  ISSUANCE  OF  A  CERTIFICATE  OF  AUTHORITY  DOES  NOT  INDICATE  CEMETERY  IS  IN  
COMPLIANCE WITH OTHER FEDERAL AND/OR STATE LAWS.

THIS APPLICATION AND ATTACHEMENTS ARE PUBLIC RECORD EXCEPT TO THE EXTENT THEY ARE 
EXCEPTED, EXEMPTED, OR LIMITED BY LAW; AND THEY WILL BE FURNISHED TO PERSONS, FIRMS,  
ASSOCIATIONS, CORPORATIONS, ETC., MAKING A WRITTEN PUBLIC RECORDS REQUEST PURSUANT 
TO TITLE 44.   IF APPLICANT CONSIDERS ANY SUBMISSIONS OF INFORMATION CONFIDENTIAL AND 
EXCEPTED, EXEMPTED OR LIMITED BY LAW, PLEASE MARK SAME ACCORDINGLY.
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